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to the press stating that at the time of the Venezuela inci-
dent the American fleet was not mobilized under Admiral
Dewey in the West Indies. The letter was sent to Mr.
Henry A. Wise Wood, of the National Security League,
who thereupon wrote to Admiral Dewey for information
on the subject. Admiral Dewey answered as follows:

OFFICE OF

THE ADMIKAL OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

May 23, 1916.

MB. HENRY A. WISE WOOD,
25 Madison Avenue,

New York City.
My dear Mr. Wood:

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of May 22,
asking me to set you right respecting certain facts regard-
ing Colonel Boosevelt's action over Venezuela.

I was at Culebra, Porto Eico, at the time, in command
of a fleet consisting of over fifty ships, including every
battle ship and every torpedo boat that we had, with orders
from Washington to hold the fleet in hand and be ready
to move at a moment's notice. Fortunately, however, the
whole matter was amicably adjusted, and there was no need
for action.

Hoping the above statement is exactly what you want,
and thanking you for the compliments you pay me, I am,

Very truly yours,

GEOKGE DEWEY.

This letter was published in the press; and Mr. Wood
then sent me copies of the correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

THEODOBE EOOSEVELT.

It was on December 8, 1902, that Germany and England
severed diplomatic relations with Venezuela. President
Roosevelt soon afterwards had with the German Ambas-